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ittle remains of the medieval burgh of Kirkcaldy which apid industrial growth occurred from the second half _dn @ A‘L ————

existed in the early 14th century. However the town of thexl 8th century with growing trade exporting coal, salt EwE AII- TﬂBACCQ“I
was an important port until economic collapse in the and linen cloth and importing timber, flax and hemp. In 3 ! & RET -

mid 17th century. A rare survivor from this period is the 1831 Kirkcaldy was described as ‘the most thriving town — g

Merchant's House at the Port Brae end of the High Street. on the north coast of the Firth of Forth’ This is reflected re.

which is of national importance. in the many banks of this period in styles indicative of

this prosperous new era. Kirkcaldy was a centre for the
manufacture of linen and courser fabrics such as sail
cloth, which later led on to floor cloths and linoleum.
Michael Nairn opened his first factory in 1847 and by
1883 there were seven factories employing 1,300 people.
S Linen manufacture prospered in the 1860s with by 1867
e eighteen factories employing 3,887 people. The resulting
L[| T—— L ‘ prosperity and rapid industrialisation saw the wealthier
bl LJ P 1‘ classes move to the suburbs leaving the town centre to
ﬁ)ﬂ m T ‘ | decline to a slum area, leaving the buildings from this
— period largely intact until the redevelopment of the 1960s
and 1970s.

Reflecting this, almost all of the buildings highlighted
in this guide were built during the latter half of the 19th

century, with a couple of examples from the first few years
of the 20th century and one example is from the 1930s.
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supporting leaflet is to give a flavour of its rich built heritage
by focusing on a sample of the over seventy buildings along
its length which are nationally recognised as of special
architectural or historic significance. You will hopefully
discover many others of interest along the way.
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